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10 August 2007

Dear Kerry

INDOOR SPORTS STADIUM – SITE

The Civic Trust notes the recent Council discussion, as reported in the media, about whether the planned Indoor Sports Stadium would be best located at Kilbirnie or in the Gateway area close to the Railway Station and to the Westpac Stadium. There seems to be wide agreement that the Gateway site would be best; but that the delays and costs involved with land use and ownership changes there make the earlier availability of the relatively “green field” Kilbirnie site a pragmatic solution.    

It is appreciated that changes in land use in the Gateway area are still complicated by the uncertain outcome of negotiations with the Crown and CentrePort over “surplus rail lands”.  This points to the continuing value of an integrated approach to the whole development of the Gateway area (such as that initiated by the Mayor in 2002) so that the best solution for all of Wellington is not compromised by a series of ad-hoc decisions.

A clear view from the Trust’s seminar on The Northern Gateway held on April 21st this year was that the interests of the city would be best served by locating any new Indoor Sports Stadium close to the Westpac Stadium. Not only would it add to the general “vibrancy” of the Gateway, but synergies and cost-savings could be gained by sharing facilities such as car-parking and retail services with the stadium. A summary of the outcomes from the April seminar, including this point about the Indoor Sports Stadium, was sent to the Council in May. 

The Westpac Stadium has demonstrated the importance of placing such regional event-based facilities close to public transport hubs. From this perspective, it is hard to imagine a more unsuitable location than the Kilbirnie site. A sports centre in Kilbirnie is likely to have a significant detrimental impact on much of the city as people travel to the Centre in private vehicles rather than by train or bus – or, from the CBD, by walking.

The Civic Trust believes that the longer-term urban quality of the Gateway area is of strategic importance to Wellington, and that the location there of an appropriate Indoor Sports Stadium would add to this.  

The Civic Trust urges Councillors to bear in mind the full range of costs and benefits (social and environmental, as well as economic) including the synergies with other facilities when making a final decision about the siting of the Indoor Sports Stadium.

Yours faithfully

Seddon Bennington

Chair
