ANNUAL REPORT FROM THE CHAIR: MAY 2008

I am very pleased to present to you the 2007-2008 annual report.  

The year started with an ongoing commitment to work alongside Waterfront Watch on the case to the Environment Court to appeal against the construction of the proposed hotel on the outer T of Queens Wharf on our waterfront. The Trust’s position was to uphold the Waterfront Framework which was drawn up by a group of Wellington community representatives appointed by the Mayor at that time, in 2000. The Framework was adopted by the City Council and Wellington Waterfront Ltd in 2001 as the guiding document for future development of the waterfront, and is incorporated into the City Council’s district plan. The Framework is very explicit about the significance of the Outer T and, for this site only, stipulated that a competition should be held to explore options for what sort of structure –not necessarily a building-would be best for this site. The Framework also noted the importance of taking an integrated approach to both arms of the T. Quite apart from deficiencies, in our view, in the design of the proposed hotel, and the proposed handling of issues like traffic, the linchpin of our case was that the development did not comply with the standards set in the Framework. We were thrilled that this position was upheld by the Court, and the Appeal successful. I want to acknowledge the few who laboured tirelessly on this Appeal, notably Dianne Buchan and Neville Beach, along with our legal representation from Morrison Kent and our expert witmesses. But I also want to effusively thank the many who supported this Appeal, financially and in spirit. We could not have taken this on, and remained steadfast, without the knowledge that we had the support of our members, and many Wellingtonians. It has drained our reserves and we still have a deficit, but it is the generous contributions of our members that have made the difference between a manageable risk, and an impossibiliity.  We have also to be grateful to Waterfront Watch for sharing the costs, and the Ministry for the Environment who contributed to costs. 

This is not the end of the story, however, and in fact, this is just the beginning. Wellington Waterfront Ltd has now embraced the concept of a competition and we are looking forward in the coming year to supporting that, and enabling the wider public discussion and particpation in this.

The year has not been a one issue focus for the Trustees.

We also started the year publishing and distributing the proceedings of the Gateway Seminar, and I acknowledge Alan Smith for his role in that.

We met with the Mayor and Administration to discuss our concerns about the decision to move the Sports Facility from the Gateway area on Centreport land, where it had central access and ideal public transportation, and parking potentially shared with the Stadium, to a suburban site in Kilburnie.  We had to accept the Council position in relation to immediate capital costs, although such matters do raise the question about how current citizens as rate payers can pay for the very best long term decision. This is particularly pertinent to matters relating to the transportation system and long term sustainability, as our carbon footprint becomes not just a city issue but part of a global responsibility.

During the year the Trust prepared submissions to the Draft Waterfront Development Plan 2007/08, the City Council’s Adelaide Road Plan, and the Ngauranga to Airport Strategic Transport Plan.

Prior to the Local Body Elections we canvassed candidates for their positions on Transport, Urban Design, Environment and Heritage, and Public participation. These results went onto our website and were publicised. 

We wrote to Council on a number of matters including the Capital Precinct (in the vicinity of Parliament), the Thai Embassy site in Thorndon, and the Auditorium size (which from our Seminar advocated 600-800 seats) in the New Zealand Music School proposed for the Jack Ilott Green site.

The Trustees have shared the work through the Sub-Committees and I want to thank the Chairs and the committee members:

Chris Watson chairing the Traffic and Transport Sub-Committee,

and Peter Brooks (with Dianne Buchan) chairing the Government Centre/Capital Precinct Sub-Committee.

Diana Shand coordinated a very successful Waterfront Apartment Tour in February to raise funds for the Environment Court Appeal. Our Trustees and friends all pitched in to help on the day.

Thank you to Bernie Napp who spent a day tutoring Trustees in publicity, public relations, and dealing effectively with the media.

David Pucher continued to do a great job compiling and printing the Newsletter, and chivvyiing the rest of us along for our contributions.

Callum Strong has worked on the Website which now has a completely refreshed look and will much more effectively serve our Members and those outside interested in our activities.

My grateful thanks also to Secretary Alan Smith who always promptly provides us with a comprensive record of meetings and follows up on the work between meetings.

A big thanks to Peter Baillie who has just completed his tenth year as Membership Secretary, a job which requires much attention to detail and anyone who has seen Peter’s handwriting will appreciate the flourish of his notes  to members.

Finally I cannot say enough about the dedication of Dianne Buchan, who as Deputy Chair and Treasurer, as well as being  Chair of the Civic Trust Awards Committee is a tireless advocate for the Trust. She has not only done more than her share, but has also covered for me more than I care to remember. We should also acknowledge Michael Moriarty, who behind the Treasurer has helped keep our books in good order.

It is with sadness that I acknowledge the decision by Peter Baillie and Neville Beach to stand down at the end of this year after sterling service.

Peter has been a member of the Board since 1997 and as well as being Membership Secretary has also served on two Civic Trust Awards Sub-committees and was on the organising committee for the Trust’s 25th Anniversary celebrations.

Neville has been a member of the Trust since 1983 almost from the beginning, and has been a Board member since 1996 when he took up the role of Treasurer, until last year. He served as Chair from 1999 to 2001.

We are pleased to announce Peter and Neville as Life Members.

 Finally, my thanks to our membership in general for your ongoing interest and support. The challenge for this organisation is to grow our membership and refresh it. The quality of Wellington’s quality of life is nationally acknowledged and continues to attract an ever increasing inner city residential population. The role of advocacy for excellence was never more important, and we need to attract new members committed to this. It is time to refresh our membership and our image, and the incoming Board faces no small challenge. 

Seddon Bennington

Chair

