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We, the Wellington Civic Trust Incorporated (the Trust) formally make this submission on the notified resource 

consent application for the redevelopment of Frank Kitts Park.  

http://www.wellingtoncivictrust.org/


The Trust was formed in 1981 and the objectives of the Trust have stayed constant since then and they support 

the Trust’s general aim to make Wellington the best of all possible places to live and work. They include: 

 To promote a civic environment whereby the City of Wellington, its surroundings, and its adjacent 

countryside becomes a resource for the use, benefit and enjoyment of all Wellington citizens;  

 To stimulate public interest in and care for the beauty, history and character of the City of Wellington 

and its surroundings and adjacent countryside and coastline and its dignity as the Capital City; and  

 To create or improve features of beauty or interest in and about the City and its contiguous 

countryside and coastline.  

Frank Kitts Park is not only an important open green space in the heart of Wellington city; it is a critical 

civic space providing a relaxing natural zone between the city and the harbour. Or, as the Waterfront 

Framework (still the most important guiding document for Wellington's waterfront development) puts it, Frank 

Kitts Park provides a “visual relief from the predominantly hard surfaces of the central city”. While the existing 

park may not be well connected to the harbour edge (and its separation was a conscious decision to provide for 

vehicle movement along what is now a spectacular promenade) it is both visually and functionally beautifully 

integrated into the built environment on the city.  The park is experienced as a coherent and expansive open 

space dominated by grass and trees.  Existing structures are bold and simple, and comfortably absorbed into 

their natural setting.  Perhaps its greatest value is in the freedom it affords people to simply take time out 

in an unstructured green space.  

Frank Kitts Park currently has areas for stopping to eat lunch, boot-camp type fitness training, recreation, 

contemplation, shelter from various wind directions, sunshine and sufficient open space to host large events 

which bring Wellington alive in all seasons. The Trust accepts that Frank Kitts Park is somewhat tired, in need of 

revitalisation and could provide even greater benefits for the city. The amphitheatre is well utilised and serves 

many functions, however it turns its back on the harbour views, creates a wall on the water's edge and adds to 

the series of barriers between the city and the sea. 

The Civic Trust is not opposed to change in Frank Kitts Park and sees many benefits from the proposed 

development. There are however, elements of the proposal which we strongly recommend receive further 

consideration. We consider there to be significant shortcomings in the design and thus the future utility of 

the space, and these have led the Trust to oppose the redevelopment as a whole. 

With the ever increasing population of inner city residents and office workers green spaces become ever more 

vital to our health and wellbeing providing everything from a lunch spot for workers to a back yard for city-

dwelling children. New Zealand is known for its relaxed open spaces. Wellington is known for its creative fun-

filled waterfront. This proposal unfortunately offers broken spaces, rectilinear forms and extensive hard 

surfaces.  

We consider the intention to open the green space to the harbour will enhance the appreciation of our natural 

asset greatly. The current plan however breaks the open green space into two distinct, divided and relatively 



small areas. There is the potential here to offer so much more, with both large and intimate spaces opening to 

the harbour; why we ask, are we breaking spaces up and minimising their functionality? 

Within the open green spaces the plan shows extensive areas of hard surfaces. In our view we should be 

maximising the extent of lawn and minimising paved surfaces. The upper level city lawn comprises only 

about half the possible area making the green an island rather than the main element. The harbour lawn is 

wrapped in structured gardens and could be made larger and provide for a greater range of activities and events. 

And if we could connect the two garden areas the functionality would be so much greater. 

The children’s playground looks set to be an amazing attraction and is sure to be much loved. However the 

current plan surrounds the appropriate soft and safe play area ground cover with hard paving and planted 

gardens turning this space into more of a Hong Kong type children area with no free adjacent grass to run 

from slide or swing to natural grass. The natural green vernacular New Zealand is renowned for, is lost here 

with extensive hard surfaces and a linear approach to many design elements. 

We acknowledge that the design involves water features. The Trust has been extremely disappointed to see the 

stunning water features which were incorporated in the original Civic Square design fall quite quickly into 

disrepair (to the point where they are now a significant detraction from the Civic Square as an attractive public 

space). We therefore caution against the incorporation of such features in Frank Kitts Park, particularly 

given that it is adjacent to the city's main water feature - the Harbour. 

The Chinese Garden is planned to be fully enclosed by walls and has a number of quite significant structures 

which will create barriers east/west between the city and sea, and north/south between the city lawn and the 

harbour lawn. The Chinese Garden will be locked shut at night, further reducing public use of public 

space. This quiet walled garden does seem to be inappropriately located, stuck between two more relaxed but 

functional type lawn spaces in the centre of Frank Kitts Park.  

Unfortunately, the Chinese Garden in this location is a wall breaking up functional space. We expect the 

design and purpose of a Chinese garden would be to provide a ‘quiet, contemplative, space’; we seriously doubt 

if Frank Kitts Park can provide for this. 

The basis on which the project brief has been developed to include the Chinese Garden within the Frank Kitts 

Park space is unclear. We consider that a number of aspects of the proposed overall redevelopment will result in 

a diminution of the existing qualities of this part of the Wellington Waterfront.  We do not accept that the 

finished development will in fact deliver a better, more vibrant, space than we currently have. 


