
Te Ngākau Civic Square
Seminar  

15th May 2021

Morning Session



Peter Jackson 
(Taranaki Iwi, Te Atiawa)

Peter is a local kaumatua, an independent director and a financial literacy 

facilitator. He will open proceedings with a karakia. Peter will also speak about the 

pre-European and early European history of the general area in which Te Ngākau -

Civic Square is located and explain the provenance of the Te Ngākau name.



Jim McMahon
Chair – Wellington Civic Trust

Welcome
Jim McMahon has been a Board Member of the Wellington Civic Trust since 2013 

and is its current Chair. Jim has lived and worked in Wellington for over 40 years and 
is committed to preserving its unique natural environment and enhancing its role as 

the nation’s political and cultural capital. 



Andy Foster

Mayor of Wellington
Mayor Foster is a long-time proponent of a vibrant, resilient, connected and inclusive 
city. He supports the vision of a carbon zero capital by 2050 and a lifestyle that will 

resonate in the wellbeing accrued from the balance between built and natural 
environments. Mayor Foster believes Wellington to be a ‘City of Consequence’ one in 
which a reimagined Te Ngākau Civic Square is more integrated with the CBD, is more 

accessible and more attractive in its revered role as the ‘heart’ of the Capital.
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Mana Whenua



We’ve served Wellington city from 

Te Ngākau for over 100 years



We built the first public 

buildings here in 1893



Building the first civic spaces



Lunchtime Around Civic Square, 1970 (Image 

courtesy of Ans Westra and {Suite}
Prime Minister Norman Kirk in Civic Square 1972 (Alexander 

Turnbull Library)

Polish Solidarity March Civic Square1982 (Alexander 

Turnbull Library)

Watercolour of Carmen Rupe’s 

‘The Balcony’ Club, corner Victoria 

and Harris Street, 1973 (Eiby, 

George Allison, 1918-1992. 

Alexander Turnbull Library



1989-91





Te Ngākau's Vision

Te Ngākau is the beating heart of our capital city:

A thriving neighbourhood where creativity, culture, 
democracy, discovery and arts experiences collide on the 
edge of Te Whānganui-a-Tara.



Te Ngākau is a place that:

• expresses our culture and embeds Mana Whenua values into 

design as well as providing a place for all cultures to 

express themselves

• respects and incorporates experiences of architecture, design and 

heritage balanced with ensuring its functional role for the city

• is vibrant and welcoming, and supports a range of uses

• integrates with the city and the waterfront

• is safe, inclusive, comfortable and green

• is resilient, sustainable and enduring.

Objectives





Dame Kerry Prendergast

Seminar Chair
Kerry is a former Councillor, Deputy Mayor and 3-term Mayor of Wellington City.  
She has been active in promoting Wellington as New Zealand’s “Creative Capital”.  
She has been executive chair of the New Zealand International Festival of the Arts 
since 2011.  She has chaired the Tourism Board and the Environmental Protection 

Agency and is on numerous other local and national boards.



SESSION 

TIME

TOPIC PRESENTERS

9.15am Doors open and Registration

9.30am Welcome / Pōwhiri Peter Jackson (Iwi) and Jim 

McMahon (Civic Trust)

9.40am Introduction by Mayor of Wellington Andy Foster 

9.50am Chair’s outline of proceedings Kerry Prendergast 

9.55–

10.10am

The pre-European and early European 

environment

Peter Jackson 

10.10-

10.40am

History of the Civic Precinct – its 

beginnings, guiding principles of its 

development, design evolution, 

interconnections, planning for activities, 

community use

Roger Shand 

Gordon Moller

Sylvia Allan

10.40-

10.55am

What has changed? Climate change 

implications
James Renwick

10.55-

11.15am

Break 

11.15am-

12.15pm

Wellington City Council’s current plans 

and intentions for open space and the 

buildings around it. Decisions already 

made – (includes National Centre for 

Music)

Vida Christeller

Danny McComb

Sally Jane Norman

12.15-1pm Lunch

SESSION 

TIME

TOPIC PRESENTERS

1 – 1.30pm Maintaining and enhancing the Precinct’s 

connections and sense of place - expert 

views.

Hannah Hopewell

Morten Gjerde

Nicole Thompson

1.30 – 2.30 pm A public voice on gathering places - why the 

Precinct and its open space is so important 

to the community. Opportunities for inclusion.

Stephen King (inner city 

residents/users)

Sam Trubridge (outdoor making 

spaces)

Mike Egan (local hospitality 

sector) 

Nick Ruane (accessibility 

advisory group) 

2.30 -3.30pm Open ideas session in small groups –

Scoping what the future should deliver –

what do we want? Report back

(Includes opportunity for a stretch and break)

Attendees group into several  interest 

groups on the day to discuss the 

following users’ needs for the precinct:

• Casual users

• Arts community

• Development community

• City Centre residents 

• Other

3.30 – 4pm Summary and wrap-up • Chair + Clive Anstey

Programme



Session One: Past and Present



Peter Jackson 
(Taranaki Iwi, Te Atiawa) 

Peter will speak about the pre-European and early European history of the general area 

in which Te Ngākau - Civic Square is located and explain the provenance of the Te Ngākau 

name.



Te Ngakau – Civic Square



Te Upoko o te Ika

Te Whanganui-a-Tara

Poneke

Wellington



Early Settlers

Ngati Kahungunu, Ngati Ira,  Ngai Tahu

Ngati Mutunga

Taranaki Iwi + Ngati Ruanui









Te Aro Pa (1840s)



Te Ngakau

The Heart of Wellington City



Roger Shand
Roger joined the Wellington City Council in the early 1980s as the City Architect. In 

1986/87 he was asked to lead the redevelopment of the Civic facilities and was later 
appointed as the Director of the Civic Centre Project. He was responsible for its 

planning, design and implementation.  In 1994, Roger left the Council to establish 
Shand Shelton, an architectural practice specialising in public realm architecture, 

especially performing arts venues, in both New Zealand and Australia.





EARTHQUAKES

It is “broke” so we do have to fix it

But

Decision makers need to have a full understanding of the Centre that 
was delivered in 1992 and the vision behind it





HISTORICAL CONTEXT

• Pre-1983 Multiple Schemes – still born

• 1983 1x Concert Hall - nascent Civic Centre

• 1987 City Architect’s office initiate planning for new Civic Centre





EXISTING 1987



EXISTING 1987



EXISTING 1987



EXISTING 1987



EXISTING 1987



EXISTING 1987



PROPOSAL



PROPOSAL



PROPOSAL



PROPOSAL



PROPOSAL


