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Session Three: Sense of Place and
Connections

Dr Hannah Hopewell
Hannah is an urban designer and landscape architect with a practice background
spanning spatial planning, green infrastructure, urban strategy and site design. Currently
at Te Herenga Waka-Victoria University of Wellington her research focuses on how land
and urban landcape is represented and mobilised within the mechanisms of urban
development to foreground both systemic environmental injustices and uneven power
dynamics.

Dr Morten Gjerde
Morten Gjerde lectures in architecture and urban design at the Wellington School of
Architecture. His research looks for evidence that can suggest better ways of
building to optimise the lifecycle value of the initial investment. In recent years this
has led to a focus on housing; how current practices align with people’s diverse
needs and how regulatory systems may enable or restrict good outcomes.
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Sense of Place Framework
Adapted from Montgomery 1998

Bella LUM & Thomas NIEUWENHUIS

Bella LUM & Thomas NIEUWENHUIS

Zarah SAHIB & Matt WAKELIN

Zarah SAHIB & Matt WAKELIN

Ben PITTSON, Nic QUANTOCK-HOLMES & Kat ANARU

Ben PITTSON, Nic QUANTOCK-HOLMES & Kat ANARU

Nichole Thompson
Nicole Thompson is a director of Wraight + Associates Landscape Architecture (WA) and
has lived in Te Whanganui-a-Tara for the past 17 years. In company with the WA studio
she has contributed to a number of public space projects in Wellington, including
Waitangi Park and Pukeahu National War Memorial Park. Her interests in Wellington’s Te
Ngākau stems from both her work as a designer and her life, in general, as an occasional
flâneuse of Wellington’s built and natural environment.
.
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Session Four: A Public Voice

Reverend Stephen King
Stephen has been an ordained Minister in the Anglican Church for 25 years. Following
ordination, he continued to work in the secular world in IT and later as a senior manager
in the oil industry, then completing a Masters in Religion at the Episcopal Seminary of the
Southwest in Austin Texas. On returning to NZ he entered the Ministry full time and is
currently the Co-Vicar at St Peters Anglican Church in inner city Wellington.
He has been chair of Inner City Wellington for the past 2 years. Founded in
November 2008, the organisation seeks to serve as a progressive and influential voice of
and for the residential community within Te Aro and Wellington Central.
.

WHY THE CIVIC PRECINCT AND ITS
OPEN SPACE IS SO IMPORTANT TO
THE COMMUNITY

Inner-City Wellington seeks to serve as a progressive and influential voice of and for the
residential community in the suburbs of Te Aro and Wellington Central
PHOTO: W.P.Armitage

INNER CITY RESIDENTS NEED COMMUNITY
AMENITIES IN THEIR SUBURB
We represent Lambton and Te Aro and our
resident population is rapidly expanding.
We are now the biggest suburb in
Wellington in terms of population - on
the smallest area of land

Te Ngākau – Wellington’s Civic Precinct
is the COMMUNITY heart of our suburb
Most of our residents are apartment
dwellers with little or no easy nearby
access to community areas or reasonable
sized green space.
The historical focus on commercial,
tourists and entertainment in the inner city
does not address the needs of residents

Increasing
the total amount, accessibility
and quality of green space in
the central city will need to be
achieved in order to
accommodate future
population growth and fulfil a
vision of “central city green
spaces that enhance
community and ecosystem
health”.
(Report for WCC 2019 ‘Green Space in Wellington’s
Central City’ by Sustainable Cities’)

Local Community
& Well-being

Design and delivery of open spaces that promote the health and
wellbeing of people and the natural environment is a key challenge for
health and urban planning in rapidly growing cities. (www.healthyactivebydesign.com.au)

ICW is concerned attention focused solely on creativity, culture, democracy,
discovery and arts experiences will overlook the importance of the needs and
well-being of local residents for whom the space is their community hub.
An article ‘The mental wealth of nations’ explains that the challenge is to find effective
ways to retrofit and optimise designs

✓ to create multi-functional places that encourage sense of community and
social capital,
✓ that promote active lifestyles and minimize environmental stressors and
social disparities detrimental to mental health (Nature 2008;455:1057)

Our Key Concerns
That Civic Square is recognised as major community hub,
meeting place and space for the rapidly increasing
number of residents in the inner-city
We welcome wider use of the precinct but we don’t want this
to happen at the expense of the needs of local residents for
a vital and relaxing amenity close to where they live.

The primary planning focus should be on SPACE planning
before buildings
Parks are more
important than you think

We want retention of a large safe, open, sunny green space that supports multiple use as
inner-city residents have nowhere else close in the CBD area that allows for this kind of
activity by our community.

WCC Vision
Te Ngākau is the beating heart of our capital city: A thriving neighbourhood where creativity,
culture, democracy, discovery and arts experiences collide on the edge of Te Whānganui-a-Tara.

We have no problem with creativity, culture, democracy,
discovery and arts and welcome them being given
consideration but, at the same time . . . . . .

We also want a focus on the needs
of LOCAL RESIDENTS, SPACE to
meet, mingle, rest, play and to
retreat to in time of emergency

Attention to RESILIENCE by

providing the SPACE for people
to gather
This is one of the major anchor sites for
emergencies and the only one close by for the
local residents and workers in this area.

GREEN SPACE
in the INNER-CITY
WHO guidelines state “As a rule of
thumb, urban residents should be
able to access public green spaces
of at least 0.5-1 hectare within 300
metres linear distance (around 5
minutes walk) of their homes”.

“there is a significant lack of green space within 300m of the
population-weighted centre of the Willis St– Cambridge Terrace . . .
and what green space is available is dominated by impervious (hard)
surfaces”. (Report for WCC 2019 ‘Green Space in Wellington’s Central City’ by Sustainable Cities’)

JACK ILOTT GREEN – CIVIC PRECINCT

Jack Ilott Green
is the only
reasonably large
space in the CBD
that can be used
for various
group physical
activities by
local residents
and workers
alike.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

60 Willis Apartments
Chews Lane Apartments
Dominion Apartments
Boulcott Suites
Willis Urban Garden Apartments
Wellington Villa Apartments
Sirocco Apartments
Boulcott Hall – Student Accommodation
One Market Lane Apartments
Civic Chambers Apartments
126 Wakefield Apartments
124 Wakefield Apartments
Prudential Apartments (Plimmer Steps)
Apartments above Lido Cafe
Aulesbrook Apartments
+ others under development
Not forgetting all the local workers and
additional people working in the square
• Other
West Plaza Hotel
Trek Global Backpackers
St George Accommodation
Amora Hotel?

PUBLIC GREEN SPACE IS THE
LOCAL RESIDENTS BACK YARD

WE DESPERATELY NEED MORE . . .
OF THIS

NOT THIS

PROPOSED LOSS OF GREEN SPACE
IN THE CIVIC SQUARE PRECINCT
The proposed framework
not only reduces the
current amount of green
space but replaces one
large useable space with
3 small areas that could
not be used for group
physical activities.
Two of the proposed
green areas are in the
coldest and/or shady
areas of the square

While we accept that
greening the
surrounding streets will
enhance the environment
it cannot be a substitute
for open useable green
spaces

CONNECTIVITY CONCERNS
VIEW FROM CITY TO SEA BRIDGE

Loss of City to Sea Bridge ?
(Pedestrian bridge and public artwork )

The bridge is one of the most popular areas of the square used by
thousands who enjoy sitting relaxing in the full sun, meeting on the bridge,
admiring the view (which would not the same from the level of the square).
It provides instant and SAFE access across the Quay to the waterfront
It has historic and cultural value
Contrary to being the barrier the Framework suggests, the bridge
provides the best visual connection with the waterfront.
The view from the Square itself would be predominantly of passing
traffic and people waiting to cross the road at the suggested pedestrian
crossing replacing the bridge.
When the rest of the square is in shade the bridge is always in full sun
as it is not surrounded by buildings.

Mobility access can be
easily remediated

RECAP

The inner-city is Wellington’s largest suburb in terms of
population

Recognition of the importance of the Civic Precinct as the
community hub and evacuation area for local residents

Strong focus on community needs and well-being
URBAN DESIGN & MENTAL HEALTH

Retention of a large area of green space, not a reduction.

Retention of a City to Sea Bridge

Thank you for your attention today. . . .
Inner-City Wellington seeks to serve as a
progressive and influential voice of and for the
residential community in the suburbs of Te
Aro and Wellington Central
For further information
Email: innercitywellington@gmail.com
Website: www.innercitywellington.nz
Facebook: www.facebook.com/InnerCityWellington

Sam Trubridge
Sam creates performance art works, installations, and performance design. He is the
artistic director for the transdisciplinary performance company The PlayGround NZ
Ltd, and The Performance Arcade: an annual festival of performance art on
Wellington Waterfront. Sam’s work has been published and exhibited
in international contexts such as the Prague Quadrennial and World Stage Design. He
has lectured in Europe, Australia, Asia, and the Americas; and has written articles on
performance for various publications worldwide.
Sam is currently the Oceanic editor for World Scenography, a survey of performance
design from 1975-2020.
.

The Haus of Syn drag show for The Performance Arcade 2021, Garage Project Live Music Series.
Photo / Cody Ellingham.

ABOVE: MULJIL by Elephants Laugh (S Korea) The Performance Arcade 2020. Photo / Park Seokkyon
BELOW: SWANS by Jeremy Brick with RNZB dancers, The Trustpower Projection 2019. Photo / Trustpower.

WHAT IF THE CITY WAS A THEATRE? 2021 programme highlights [CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT] Sealion Serenades by
Mouthfull, Crosswalk Theatre by Hugo Grrrl, Flamingo Scooter Ballet and Whairepo Lagoon Dance by MOTH.

Te Ngākau, Wellington Civic Square. Photo / Wellington City Council.

LE GRAND CONTINENTAL, NZ Festival 2016 Opening Event. Photo / Robert Torres.

LE GRAND CONTINENTAL, NZ Festival 2016 Opening Event. Photo / Wellington City Council Twitter account.

Members of the public pay their respects during a vigil for British backpacker Grace Millane
at Civic Square in Wellington 12 December 2018. Photo / Getty Images

Subtle Dancing by Ballet Collective Aotearoa for WHAT IF THE CITY WAS A THEATRE? 2021.
Photo / Caio da Silva.

Representation of Classical Greek Agora. Image / classicalwisdom.com

Palio di Siena. Photo / picturesofitaly.com

Tahrir Square during the 25 January Revolution in Egypt. Photo / Wikipedia.

Te Ngākau, Wellington Civic Square. Photo / Wellington City Council.

Southbank Centre, London. Image / archdaily.com (Miller Hare).

Massey Memorial, Wellington. Photo / Ross Collins.

Mike Egan
Mike is a local restaurateur and has owned and operated numerous restaurants and
hospitality businesses in Wellington since 1984 . He is currently a co-owner in
Monsoon Poon , Boulcott Street Bistro and Burger Liquor.

Mike is also the branch president and national president of the Restaurant
Association of New Zealand.
.

Nick Ruane
Nick brings a wide range of experience from many sectors, he is a senior and wellrespected leader in New Zealand’s disability rights community, he is very well
connected politically, having worked for the first MP in NZ with a disability. He is a
former DPO leader, being elected to the DPA governing council, and he has led teams
in the tech start up space. Nick holds a Masters degree in Political Science with
Honours, and a Bachelor of Commerce and Administration.
Nick is passionate about ensuring that disabled people achieve their full potential
and participate fully in society.

WELLINGTON CIVIC TRUST
SEMINAR
Opportunities for Inclusion
Accessibility Advisory Group
Wellington City Council
Nick Ruane (AAG Co Chair)

Accessible Wellington Action Plan
International & National frameworks
• United Nations Convention on the Rights of Disabled Persons 2007
• New Zealand Disability Strategy 2016-2026
Wellington City Council framework
• 2040: Smart City strategy
• Wellington Urban Growth Plan 2014–2043
• Let’s Get Wellington Moving & Planning for Growth

Priority Areas
• Theme: An Accessible Journey
Access to Information
• There is easy access to information about the Council and
business services, entertainment, hospitality, events, education
and recreation.
Access in the built environment
• There are efficient accessible transport options (including
mobility parking, active mode routes, multi-node routes and
clear signage and wayfinding).

Priority Areas: cont’d
Access to venues
• There is accessible access to services (e.g. public buildings,
restaurants, theatres, accommodation, business providers).
• There is accessible access to buildings and movement throughout
these buildings.

Accessibility Leadership
• There is strong messaging from the Council on the importance of
accessibility

Monitoring and implementation
The Accessibility Advisory Group (AAG)
• Members of the group have a broad knowledge of accessibility and
can advise on the needs of people with impairments. Issues that arise
from the meetings are reported back to the wider disability
community by group members.
• Advise Council on how to help grow a great and accessible City, where
barriers to people with impairments are minimized.
• Bring lived experience and knowledge to Council around accessibility
issues in the context of Council’s roles and priorities.

Areas of work AAG advised WCC on in 2019 /
20
Outer Green Belt Management Plan
New Customer Service Centre in Manners St
Frank Kitts Children’s Playground Upgrade,
Wellington Convention and Exhibition Centre and Basin Reserve Museum Stand,
Annual Plan, & Accessibility Action Plan,
E-Scooter trial

Planning for Growth
FIXiT app,
Let’s Get Welly Moving,
Mobility Parking Survey, Parking Policy
Let’s Get Welly Moving

Library Site, Advisory Group Review
Swan Lane and Garrett St Laneways
Workshop on Emergency Management

Opportunities for Inclusion for disabled
people
AAG is well supported to advise WCC on matters relating to Accessability &
Inclusion in Wellington
• The disability community is very interested in the work that AAG does, and
there is a real desire for progress on the Accessible Journey.
Question:
• What are the necessary changes to the built environment that are needed
so that every disabled person can proceed down any street in Wellington
from their home and reach their destination, say Te Ngākau Civic Square,
with independance, in an accessible & inclusive way?

Key concepts for disabled people
In thinking about the regeneration of Te Ngākau Civic Square I would
encourage you to think about including two concepts:
Universal Design
• Universal design is design that’s usable by all people, to the greatest
extent possible, without the need for adaptation or specialized
design.
https://universaldesign.org/definition

Co Design
• Co design harnesses the knowledge & creativity of citizens and staff in
identifying problems and generating and implementing solutions. It
offers the opportunity to uncover the real barriers to and accelerants
of progress.
IPS Volume 6, Issue 3 – August 2010

DISCUSSION GROUP SESSION
Move into your specific interest group:
• Casual Users
• Arts Community
• Development Community
• City Centre Residents
• Heritage

DISCUSSION GROUP SESSION
Questions for Discussion and Report Back:

• What is the most important future characteristic of
Te Ngākau/the Civic Centre for your group?
• How do we provide for spontaneous gatherings and
structured events in a shared space?
• More green space – does your group want it? Where
and for what purpose?
• How should the Council provide for ongoing
engagement and community input?

City Centre Residents
Most important

What’s Required

• Community hub for local residents
• Green space large enough for
active and passive recreation
• Cafes / Restaurants
• Retention of City to Sea bridge
• Accessibility for everyone

• Council actively seeking
engagement – seminars, easily
accessible website etc
• No more going around in circles!
• Acknowledgement of community
input
• Actual implementation from
consultation
• Speed up reinstatement of the
library

Community Development
Most important

What’s Required

• Melding residential communities with
wider community – variety and inclusion
• Need to keep every inch of green space –
currently a shortfall
• Green space artificial turf is great and
used well
• Spaces that provide for small gatherings –
tables / seating
• Simple, elegant solutions that connect
well beyond the Civic Square
• Picnic, happy sack, ceremonial spaces
important
• Support small, local businesses over
multinationals – quirky over uniformity!
• Increased emphasis on supporting
creative people who can deliver events

• Council seeing the Civic Square
redevelopment as an investment, not an
operating cost

Arts Community
Most important

What’s Required

• Te Ngākau is THE centre for all
arts, but not at the detriment for
community
• Te Ngākau as space to perform
and consume arts, e.g. music
school percolating out into the
square / other spaces
• Connection to the library – “the
city’s living room”

• An Civic Square environment
that engages all the senses
• Indoor and outdoor flow
• Space to perform
• Better coordination and
operation of venues to deliver a
big city arts strategy
• Recognition of the role of
curation

Casual Users
Most important

What’s Required

• Easy ground-level access
• Noise control – no “Muzak”
• Retain City to Sea Bridge – build
to its East with low gradients on
both sides of Jervois Quay
• Shade and shelter from wind
and sun
• Conversation spaces –
comfortable seating
• More green spaces / native trees

• Illot Green acoustic barrier
needed
• WCC to take notice of citizens’
wishes / submissions
• Provide models of what’s
proposed
• Suggestion boxes in Te Ngākau
and Information Centre
• Visitor centre to be included as
part of redevelopment

Heritage
Most important

• Recognition that buildings and
spaces tell the story of a city and its
whenua
• Heritage buildings provide a fabric
that make stories and activities
more compelling and interesting
• Height limits for new constructions
in keeping with existing structures
• Varieties of types of spaces
• Landscaped green space with
stream, water, lagoon, bridge
elements

What’s Required

• Recognise the heritage of WCC
buildings and civic precinct
• Return a sense of cohesion to
the Square and its surrounds
• Continued Council presence in
the existing historic buildings

SUMMARY AND CONCLUDING REMARKS
Clive Anstey
Clive was born in Wellington. He trained as a forester in the UK after completing a science degree
at Victoria University of Wellington. He subsequently established a planning and design section
within the NZ Forest Service before moving to the Ministry of Forestry. He then moved to DOC in
Wellington as manager of planning. In 1997 he established a resource planning and design
consultancy. His interest is in the management of natural and cultural heritage.
Clive will draw together the threads from the day in this final session.

